TOMMY C STINER_;
7 COUNTY EXECUTIVE ~-
CAM]’BELL COUNTY

- JACKSBORO, TENNESSEE 37757
© (615) 562-2526

B .};anuary 28, 1997

Subject:  Oath of Authenticity -

- To Whom It May- Concern:

I Swear that the attached, unsigned, statement is authentic and was authored by me. The
Statement staﬁs w1th —-"At approximately 1815 hours on 24 March 1971, —"; and it concludes
with the half lme -~ eﬁ‘ort that undoubtedly averted two disasters.". The statement contams 39
total lines. I ﬁlrthe'r swear that the statement is accurate and describes a series of activity worthy ‘

i

of the hlghe;st qgcogmuon_

Tommy-C. ‘Stiner
Colonel US Army
Retired

County of Qg_xgg___ll, State of Tennessee
- 1, :J. H. Willoughby a Notary Public At Large did have come before me “Tommy C. Stiner, with whom I am
- personally acquainted, and who in my presence did affix his signature to this document on the 28th Day of

January, 1997. My Commission expires December 135, 1998,
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ALt upproximately 1815 heurs en 24 Hareh 1971, a heavy scout team froem C Tresp,
2d ef tha 17th Cay sentacted & large enemy force im the vicilwdty ef ceoxdinataes
1D 5748, One soout aireraft was shot dowvr. The ssoend scout aireraft mansuversd
te determine the fate of the first alroraft and was alse shet dewn. A UB=iH
attampled te lamd elsments of the aerial pifls plateon im the vicinity aml was
al39 shet down, An A-1G, attempting to supress ths area, was virtwally distroysd
by fire from twe ,51 caliler gun pesiticms, A rifle comparny was alerted te nmeve
ard the 7lat Assault Helicepter Company, which was supperting the brigade, were
out on 16 separate support missiens, 1 issued aw alart oall on the cumpary UHF
for all aircraft te assemble for an emsrgensy oombaut asssult., Within 2% minutes,
the entire flight was assembled aml leeded with troeps, Thass tracps wore insertad
in the vicinity of the downed siroraft in the face of extremely heavy enemy fire,
Three of the 1ift ships sustainmed disabling hits during the insertiom but gempletsd
' the mizsion ard limped back te B Med at Khe Sahn to drop off their wowrded, Gome
of thess crews eventually ebLimimed replucement alrcraft amd rsjoinsd the aotiom, At -
about the same time that the first insertlion was taking places, & platovon from the Uth
ef the 3d enoduntered extremely heavy contact in an arvas approximately 4@ kilometers
aways It was readily appsrent that reinforcements wers necassary 0 provent amnnila-
tion.of this amal) umit, The flipht was sontacted and diverted in the air te the
Pick-up Zore where they airlifted a platoon sized eloment imto the second contact
arsas This was eocomplished urder heavy fire, The troops in the first contaot srez
wore agein so hearlly engaged that it wae mecessary to redirect the filght to rein-
force the groumd troops which were inserted earlisr. This wae accompliszhed expedi-
tiously and the flight refuslad, rearmed, anl thea returned to the secord contaot
area te finish the insertion there. Iy this tims the ground forcs had reached the
downed alraraft in the first sontast area, 3¢ the flight was called in to extract
the dead amd wounded. Aftar this was compleoted, they extraoted the compsry, The
hostile fire was 30 heavy that 6 gunships were used continocusly te cever the airoraft
golng inte and ooming out of the Landing Zomes Even though sustaining hits each time,
the orewe contimied repeatly until sll personnel were sxtracted. One helisoptar,
Battler 11 and orew, was particularly neteworthy. His helisepter sustained =9 many
hits that it was litterally shot down in flames, The pilet, skillfully, guided the
burning alreraft to a stream bed amd sat 1t down in such a manner, that.ne one was
injured, The entire flight, threughout the day, demonstirated courage ard a sence of
urgency that credits the United Btates Amuy‘s almmobility ooncept. It is difficult
to single cut individual acts of herolsm since the entire flight was ome contimous
heroic exeavor from morning till night. I recommard that every crewmsmber, imvolved
- 1n this action, be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cress for his contribation te an
affort that undoubtly averted two dimastars,
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